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A Fig. 2 SMOOTH SIDES. For smooth-5ided cars like this Bcar, John
siaris the weaihering process by painting light streaks on the sides to
gimulate where dirt and grime have washed off of the roof

A Fig. 3 RIBBED SIDES. When spraying light streaks on rib-sided
cars such as this hopper, John aims (ke spray betwesn the sede
posts. Starting al one end, he uses a quick top-te-bettom mobian to
spray each car paned individually
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sool on the rool) occurs faser and should be applied over i,

I sprav ane color ot a time on all the cars that U'm painting,
then switch 1o the next color and repent ihe process When
using o fine tip, it's cssential to keep yvour airbrush as clean as
possible so that it doesn't clog or spray globs of pain. While
painting, | wear disposable lntex gloves (available ot any diug
store) to prodect my hands

| start by applying light streaks to the sides of the car-
body, as shown in fig. 2, using a quick vertical stroke from
fop to battom with my airbrush. If 1 am painting a rib-sided
car, 1 LAY anly the F'LIIIL'I‘- [Between the ri|'h.] iu|4| |-c-.'u|::- 1 b
streak paraliel 1o the fdbs on either side. See fg. 3. | recom-
mend practicing this technique on an index card or an old
car shell until vou are comforiable with it. Next, [ paint thin,
dark streaks on the ribs with a very numow spray, again
moving quickly from top o bottom, Figure 4 shows (hese
verticnl sireaks on the Pennsy boxcar on the left

When the weatheirn THE ©H the corbody 1% Fimished, 1 peaint
the underbody and trucks with a color that maitches the bal-
last dust and dirt brom the car's home region as shown in
fig. 5. Using the same color, 1 also paint streaks halfway up
the car's ends above ench rall, See lig. 6. These are caused by
roadbed dust kicked up by the next car in a usain

Control coat and soot

Mext, I spray a control coat = Grimy Black diluted 50
percent with thinner - over the entire carbody. This makes a
car's letfering ook dull and mutes the weathering, avoiding
stark contrasts in oolor, The more contmol coat you apply the
-Il!I.IL'r lh.-l.' Lakl '.'.'I.II I.-II'FL.

In fig. 4. | spraved severa] passes of contral coat on the car
to the befi; it looks like it has not seen any new paint in many
vears. The car on the right has only one light pass of contral
coat and looks like it was painted only a few months ago

Finally, 1 spray the rool with a dusting of socot and'o
diesel exhaust, with the heaviest coating along the center line
and lightest along the edges. If vou model the steam era,
spray Engine Black 1o simulate sool = especially I vour lay
ol hges hills or mountains, The amaount of seat on car roofs
will be hemvy because steam engines work hard on grades
throwing up lots of cinders

Diesel exhaust is thinner, and car roofs require only a
dusting of Oilv Black.

Optional weathering details

Once o [relght car has been weathered using the guick
and dirty prsecess, vou can edther pat it in service “as 15" o
.L|||.! LOHTHE ITH AT Y L-.;lll‘li'l'll'lp L rII.;IlH' il LETTICRLIE?

# Rust: Stirmup steps, bower Imdider rings. cloor siops, Truck
springs, brake shoes, coupler faces, and end poling pockets
usually display rusty spots. | hand-paint mist on these pars
using a no. 5/0 brush (see lig. 7) as the last siep in the weath-
ering process

o Dust: Cars from dov elimates such as the Soutlnwest olien
pick up a heavy coating af dust, which settles into every nook
and cramny of the carbody. 1 spray Floguil Dust an these cars
after the basic weathering is complete, but before spraying
soot on the roof. 1 hold my airbrush above the moofline and
spray down onio the sides and ends at o nomow angle, pro-
[T mng the disty car in |i!.'. ]

« Galvanized roafs: During the transiton era many boscar
rocds disployved patches of galvanized steel showing where
the paint had stared o peel oway, 1 add these spots of bare
metal after all of the car's weathering is complete except for
the rool 2oot, Using a na. 1 brush and Polly Scale Undercoat
Light Gray, | paint frregulardy shaped blotches on the ool
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TABLE 1 - Paint colors used
for freight car weathering

Weathering patbern: Light
sireaks on side pangis

Polly Scale (waler-baged

acrylic): Erie-Lackawanng
Gray

Flaguil (ename thinnad with

oiganic salventsk: Grime

Weathering pattern; Dark
wlipaky on FibaTivers

Polly Scale: Grirmy Black

Floquil: Grirmy Blpck

Weathering patterm; Truchs
and underoody

Pally Scale: see table £

Floguil: see table 2

Weathering pabtern: End
streaks

Pally Scale: s=e table 2

Floguil: see table 2

‘Weathering pabiemn: Fusi
Polly Scale: Rusd
Floguil: Rust

Weathering patterm: Rool
g0l (steam era)

Pally Scale: Engine Blachk

Floguil: Engine Black

Wealhering pattem: Roal
soal (diesel eral

Pally Scale: Oily Black

Floquil: Mo match, use
Oily Black

Weathering patizm: Dilution
(dor e Lep BirDIush)
Polly Scale: 20-25 pencent

destilled waler
Floquik 15-20 percend
CHo-Saol

wtﬂlﬂ!riﬂi p:.'rtern-. Control
coal

Polly Scale: Grimy Black
thinned 50 percent with
dirstillad water

Floguil: Grimy Black,
hinned S pescent wilh
Dio=%al

& Fig. 4 RIBS AND RIVETS. The Pennsylvania baxcar (left) has
light streaks on its panels and dark streaks along 13 nvel hnes.
The Pennsy car also has a liberal coaling of control coat (Gamy
Black diluted 50 percent) to make it look older than the Balimore &
Ohio car (Fghth

=

A Fig. 5 ROAD DUST, lohn sprays Earih on the underframe, trucks
and bower portion of the bodies of his cars to simukate dust and dird
Kichked up Trom the madbed. He changes cobors an cars thal operate
in differeni regions of Norih Amenica as shown in fable £
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